In the Editorial to volume eleven, number four, the Assistant Editor, Mr Kay, hinted that his retirement was imminent. As with so many of these events, the situation has proved somewhat different, in that only by Easter 1975 didthe retirement actually take place. Accordingly, this Editorial is an appropriate place to pay tribute to his sterling activities with the Journal over a period of almost six years. The role of Assistant Editor requires tact as well as ability at any time, but during a period of transition and a change of publisher these qualities are required in larger measure. Bob Kay possessed them to the full. May he enjoy a happy retirement.
Readers will be pleased to know that Mr Kay is replaced as Assistant Editor by Mrs Anne Buckley. Anne Buckley joins us after an engineering career with AEI and a period teaching Physics in Technical College and schools.
In another way also the period during which Bob Kay held office was important in that it spanned no less than three different Departmental Chairmen, each of whom has made, or is making, a unique contribution to the cause of engineering education. In particular it is important to place on record the substantial efforts made by Professor Colin Adamson, now Director of the Polytechnic of Central London, and Professor L. M. Wedepohl, now Dean of Engineering at the University of Manitoba, to foster international relations between engineering departments in universities throughout the world. These efforts were both commendable and highly successful. As a result of their activities as advisors on engineering educational matters and as external examiners, they have had a profound influence in many parts of the world and in particular in countries outside Europe.
After a mention of Professor Colin Adamson and Professor Martin Wedepohl, it is perhaps appropriate to explain that this issue of the Journal is devoted almost entirely to articles which have a very direct relevance to the teaching situation in Electrical Engineering. Two articles in volume twelve number one related to the assessment of student performance, and this theme is continued with the present issue. Other articles fit very neatly into the third category of criteria relating to the Journal's contribution to electrical engineering education '-articles which discuss the object, content and organization of part-time, sandwich, undergraduate and graduate courses in technical colleges and universities ... and attempt to justify and assess such courses so that others are able to profit from the experience reported', (Notes for Contributors, rearcover).
At a time when educational establishments in almost every part of the world are increasingly cost-conscious and, in many cases, are struggling to maintain their student numbers, careful consideration as to educational objectives, curriculum content and student assessment is appropriate. Indeed, this particular time for engineering educators and university administrators is especially difficult. The expansionist days of the 1950's and 60's are clearly at an end for some considerable time in most countries. Great skill is required in a period of consolidation to retain staff morale and the enthusiasm of students and, equally important, of potential students. If the material to be found in this issue of the Journal helps to provide some thoughtful assessment of a number of the issues involved, then it will have been worthwhile.
M.G. HARTLEY

